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Project Turn–In Checklist
                     of
   Deliverables & Technical Criteria

Technical Specifications:

Tabloid
• Size: 18" H x 12" W

• Software: Illustrator & Photoshop

• Color: Your choice (Cynthia, “Project 1...”)

Deliverables:

• Research

• Thumbnails

• Final Rough Sketches

• Activity Log

• Print for Semi-Final Critique

• Print for Final Critique

• Adobe Illustrator File of  Lorem Ipsum

• Process Book
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Project Goals
                  &
       Expectations

Project Description:

For this project, the main focus was to use text as a way to illustrate 
a story.  The first step was to create a fictional character. The goal was to create  
a story to give the viewer an idea of  who this character is and what they do.   
The requirements went as follows (Cynthia, “Project 1...”):

• Character Name: Lorem Ipsum  
(the Latin placeholder text that appears  
within textboxes of  Adobe Software)

• 50%—imagery made up of  Lorem Ipsum text

• 20%—optional imagery using photography or  
hand–drawn illustrations

• 10%—optional legible type 
(must include “The Adventures of  Lorem Ipsum”)

• 20%—save this much room for negative space

• Present something original and experimental (Cynthia, 
“Project...1”)
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Project Assessment

Strengths:

The most successful areas in my piece are as follows:

• Color Scheme—Having prior knowledge about Autism,  
I knew that it causes heightened senses. For example,  
a sound might become overwhelming for someone with 
Autism that to someone else could be easily ignored.  
I wanted to know if  the sense of  sight might have  
a similar reaction. After finding a scientific research article, 
I learned that the color yellow has an overwhelming 
brightness to it for a person with Autism.  
 
Most of  the other colors used in the tests had neutral 
reactions, with the exception of  green and brown.  
These colors found preference. I played with these colors  
in a palette maker until I found the shades to my liking.  
I wound up with varying shades of  teal as well as an orange 
rather than a brown. I stayed away from yellow not only 
because it did not fit the color, but because it would be 
ironic to create a poster that promotes Autism acceptance 
that people with Autism might have a harder time to view.

• Choice of  Typeface—I searched for a typeface that 
would best suit my character. Since my personal goal  
was to teach people about high-functioning Autism,  
I used famous people throughout history who had  
(or are believed to have had) Autism. I chose a typeface 
called Jane Austen. It is based off her manuscripts. 

• Visual Flow—There is an effective visual flow throughout 
my piece. This allows the viwer’s eyes to move around 
without getting stuck in one place.



Project Assessment (cont’d)

Strengths & Weaknesses:
The areas that I have already revised/need to revise:

• Revisions—Although I am very happy with my first 
version, the photographic imagery exceeded the maximum 
amount of  20%. I went back in, downsized the images  
and placed them so that they would be almost hidden  
but still be a part of  the story. I also solved the problem  
of  needing more text. I decided to reuse the idea of  what  
I had done with the large photographs, but with text. 
 
 
 
I drew out each letter in “Lorem Ipsum,” then copied  
and pasted each one, slightly enlarging the copied version 
and placing it behind the original letter, thus creating  
the illusion of  a shadow). Each letter (like the photos)  
are large but with a low opacity. I did this so that  
the great size would not take away from the rest  
of  the items in the piece.

• Certain Text—I might go back and lower the thickness 
of  the stroke used on the orange typeface that can be found 
twice along the windy path of  Latin text.

• The Chalk—I am very pleased with the look of  the chalk. 
The only thing I have considered changing is its placement. 
I would like for the bottom portion of  the chalk that grazes 
Lorem Ipsum’s hand to be behind that hand, while the rest  
of  the chalk remains places how it currently is shown.



Project Assessment (cont’d)

Technical Requirements:
An analysis of  the digital imagery and technical requirements

• 50% Lorem Ipsum Type &  
20% Negative Space—Althogh a majority of  my text  
has a very small font size, the hand-drawn letters I put in 
the background with a low opacity help fill about 50%  
of  the poster along with the imagery made out of   
the Latin type (i.e. the winding text path, the character’s 
(Lorem Ipsum’s) hair, beard, eyebrows) and body.  
It also helps to meet the requirement of  having an 80% 
amount of  positive space, leaving 20% negative. 
 

• 20% Photographic Imagery—The first version  
of  my composition exceeded this optional amount.  
Less than 20% of  the final composition is made up of  
imagery. I simply downsized the camera, lightbulb, and 
sculpture that I had photographed and changed their 
positions. The photograph of  the face remains the same in 
either piece. The greyscale quality blends well with the rest 
of  the colors and does not detract from the type.

• 10% Legible Type—I decided to include variations  
of  the main title, “The Adventures of  Lorem Ipsum.”  
I made the font size very small so that it would take up  
a very small portion of  the composition. The subtitle  
I chose all surroung the character, Lorem Ipsum,  
who has high-functioning Autism (i.e. The Awareness  
of  Lorem Ipsum, The Masterful Lorem Ipsum, The Misunderstood 
Lorem Ipsum, and finally, The Acceptance of  Lorem Ipsum).



Project Assessment (cont’d)

Background Story & Imagery Identification:
How and why the imagery is what it is

I chose to illustrate something about some disability  
or disorder, whether it be social, mental, or physical.  
I researched many different kinds and finally I called my mom 
who used to be a teacher’s aid along with my dad in a place 
called Hopetown. Hopetown was a residential school  
where children with severe disabilities lived and went to school. 
This is also how my parents met. I knew my parents could  
help me narrow down various disabilities.

She told me about the ones that she had more familiarity 
with as well as others she had less experience with. The children 
she worked with had very severe physical disabilites while some 
had various intellectual disabilities. I decided to focus on Autism 
(this she knew a lot about but still not as much as others).

I began researching Autism, but focusing mainly  
on high-functioning Autism. I found out that many brilliant 
people in history have Autism (some are speculated by specialists 
and/or those with Autism/Asperger’s to have it based on their 
habits, quirks, diaries, etc. Others have been confirmed 
on a one-on-one basis to have Autism and/or Asperger’s).  
I had already known from what my parents had taught me  
when I was little, was that people with Autism  
have a very brilliant mind in a specific area of  interest.



Background Story & Imagery Identification:
How and why the imagery is what it is (cont’d)

On the phone call with my mom, I told her about  
Dan Akroyd and how his obsession (because he also has OCD) 
with police manifested into writing the screenplays for what 
became two iconic American films: The Blues Brothers  
and Ghostbusters. My mom mentioned how genius is a by-product 
of  obsession. When I asked her to eloborate, she gave examples 
such as Albert Einstein, who spent hours writing complex 
equations on a chalkboard, and Mark Twain and Hans Christian 
Anderson, who were so prolific in their writing abilities. She also 
spoke of  Michaelangelo (at this time, the fact that he had Autism 
was unbeknownst to us) and asked how someone could do  
what he did (i.e. paint the Sistine Chapel) without having  
some obsession to do so. She said that most people would  
tend to lose their patience! I later discovered that  
he is among the list of  people assumed to have Autism.

I chose to talk about this through my art as a personal 
reaction of  the ignorance surrounding disabilities and disorders. 
I am tired of  people, even friends, mistreating those with 
disabilities. In class, many people become easily bothered by  
and either ignore or lose their patience around those with Austism 
or Asperger’s. I have witnessed friends call other friends “weird,” 
or jokingly say “the words that come out of  their mouth detracts 
from their looks.” It astounds me how unaware people are  
of  there being a scale in the world of  disabilities. There are many 
different levels. Just like with physical pain, some may have a small 
bruise from hitting their elbow against a wall, while others may 
have a stark white cast over their arm.

Project Assessment (cont’d)



Background Story & Imagery Identification:
How and why the imagery is what it is (cont’d)

I think that one easy way to solve this problem is to talk  
about it. That is what I am doing with my art.

• I chose to use a photographic image of  a face to make  
the person more relatable. I used a photograph I had taken 
of  a friend. I wanted to show people that there is not always 
a clear indicator in someone’s appearance that signifies  
they have Autism or Asperger’s. I have met many people 
recently that have high-functioning Autism.  
Doctors are curious as to whether Autism is increasing  
in births, or is it simply that the awareness for it has 
increased and therefore diagnoses are increasing.  
I believe it is the latter. Autism is probably a lot more 
common than one might think. It might turn out that a lot 
of  people have at least a small level of  Autism.

• I used the typeface, Jane Austen because she is a very  
well-known author, as well as someone who is believed to 
have had Autism. The handwritten style also represents 
Emily Dickinson, Lewiss Carroll, Hans Christian Anderson, 
Beethoven, Mozart, and Mark Twain.

• The Lorem Ipsum character is writing one of  Einstein’s 
equations on a chalkboard that appears see-through to the 
viewer.

Project Assessment (cont’d)



Background Story & Imagery Identification:
How and why the imagery is what it is (cont’d)

• I chose a green-ish color palette after looking for scientific 
research articles that discuss what colors may be of  
preference to children with Autism.

• The top portion of  the composition contains a path  
I made with the pen tool. The path has an intersting flow.  
I wanted to create a flow that made the viewer think,  
like a puzzle would. Many people with Autism  
are able to figure out puzzles that others without it normally 
could not (ex. Bobby Fischer earned the title of   
youngest chess grandmaster at only 15 years old. 

• The clipping masked photographs: 
—The Lightbulb represents the inventors (i.e. Nikola Tesla, 
Isaac Newton, and Henry Ford) 
—The Sculpture is for the artists (i.e. Michaelangelo  
and Vincent Van Gogh) 
—The Camera signifies the directors, actors, and others 
who fall in the entertainment industry (i.e. Dan Akroyd, 
Stanley Kubrick, Robin Williams, Daryl Hannah, Tim 
Burton, Steven Spielberg, Marty Balin (Jefferson Airplane), 
Satashi Tajiri (Pokemon creator for Nintendo) and Susan 
Boyle)

• It was a happy accident that I wanted to shed light 
on a misunderstood topic, and that Lorem Ipsum is a 
misunderstood type. 

Project Assessment (cont’d)



Activity Log
             of
  Lorem Ipsum Project

     
     Tues, Feb. 13  3 hours (9:35 AM–12:30 PM)  Class Time

    Thurs, Feb. 15  3 hours (9:35 AM–12:30 PM)  Class Time

     Tues, Feb. 20  3 hours (9:35 AM–12:30 PM)  Class Time
 
    Thurs, Feb. 22  3 hours (9:35 AM–12:30 PM)  Class Time

     
      Sun, Feb. 25  3 hours (2:00 PM–5:00 PM)  Lanigan Lab

     Mon, Feb. 26  3 hours (12:00 PM–3:00 PM)  Lanigan Lab

         Tues, Feb. 27  3 hours (9:35 AM–12:30 PM)  Class Time

     Wed, Feb. 28  2.5 hours (8:00 PM–11:30 PM)  Res. Hall
    
    Thurs, Mar. 1  40 min (11:50 AM–12:30 PM)  1st Critique

    
    Thurs, Mar. 1  2 hours (11:00 PM–1:00 AM)  Revisions

DATE TIME



Formstorming Plates  |  Research Pg. 1



Formstorming Plates  |  Research Pg. 2



Formstorming Plates  |  Research Pg. 3



Formstorming Plates  |  Research Pg. 4



Formstorming Plates  |  Research Pg. 5



Formstorming Plates  |  Research Pg. 6



Formstorming Plates  |  My Photographic Imagery



Formstorming Plates  |  Thumbnails & Sketches



Formstorming Plates  |  Screenshots of  Work in Progress



A Diagram of  Directory Structure



Final Deliverables  |  Original—Version 1



Final Deliverables  |  Revisions—Version 2


